Nnited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6175

May 21,2018

Mr. Steven Fine

Deputy Chief Information Officer
Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20460

Dear Mr. Fine:

On April 13,2018, I wrote to Administrator Pruitt asking for confirmation that the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) does in fact search all of his official email accounts
when responding to Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests.

On April 18th, you responded on behalf of the Administrator. You explained that:

“The agency stands by the commitment Administrator Pruitt made to you during
his confirmation hearing regarding public access to his records. As long as EPA
Administrators have had secondary email accounts, EPA staff have routinely
searched requested accounts in response to FOIA and Congressional inquires.
That practice has not changed under Administrator Pruitt’s leadership.”

You also went on to say that:
“However, in response to your concern, my office is conducting a full review of
the searches conducted regarding FOIA requests seeking Administrator Pruitt’s
records. If additional responsive documents exist, we will contact the relevant

requesters, and we will update you once our review is complete.”

Please provide me an update on the status of EPA’s “full review” of the searches conducted
regarding FOIA requests seeking Administrator Pruitt’s records.

Thank you for your consideration, and I look forward to your prompt response.

Sincerely,

Chairman
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The Honorable John Barrasso

Chairman

Committee on Environmental and Public Works
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Barrasso:

Thank you for your May 21, 2018, letter asking about the Environmental Protection Agency’s review of
the searches of official email accounts conducted regarding FOIA requests seeking former Administrator
Pruitt’s records. The Agency has reviewed the electronic searches that it conducted in response to FOIA
requests for former Administrator Pruitt’s official email. The Agency completed this review in early
June, 2018. This review did not identify any responsive documents that were not included in the FOIA
responses issued by the Agency. The Agency continues to review former Administrator Pruitt’s records
after his departure. ‘

To help ensure future document requests addressing an Administrator’s email accounts receive a
complete response, we are taking extra steps to improve coordination among EPA’s electronic
discovery, records, FOIA, and information technology teams. This includes additional communications
between the electronic discovery team and the EPA offices handling FOIA and other document requests
to ensure appropriate accounts are searched. We have also strengthened processes for notifying relevant
offices about new secondary accounts. Further, we are developing an Agency procedure regarding the
lifecycle of secondary accounts so these and other best practices will continue in the future.

If you have any questions, please contact me or have your staff contact Thea Williams in EPA’s Office
of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at williams.thea@epa.gov or (202) 564-2064.

Sincerely,

Horon Fine

Steven Fine
Deputy Chief Information Officer
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